
 

 

 
 

Volunteer Jill Beard took inspiration from 
printed cottons, silk damasks and woven 

brocades held in the Warner Textile Archive 
Collection when designing the quilt. 

 

 
 

New volunteers were recruited from 
quilting groups across Essex, to ensure 

each quilt block was given individual care 
and attention. 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 
16th October 2013 

Conservation Quilt Raffle 
  
Talented volunteer needleworkers have dedicated their skills to a very special quilt project at the 

Warner Textile Archive. Led by volunteers Jill Beard and Chris Helm, 20 stitchers have created a 

fabulous hand-sewn and appliquéd quilt, in a project raising funds for the conservation of 

precious textiles and designs held by the Warner Textile Archive. The quilt will be raffled on 3rd 

December 2013, and tickets are available now for £1, providing a rare chance to win a one-off, 

truly luxurious piece.    

 

Organised entirely by volunteers, the Conservation Quilt 

Project 2013 embodies the true spirit of the Warner Textile 

Archive; Jill Beard and Chris Helm’s charming concept and 

creation is clearly inspired by the celebrated design for 

which the Archive is admired, while the dedication shown 

by the team of volunteers demonstrates the passion which 

ensures the success of so many projects at the Archive.  

 

Volunteer quilters’ patience and skills were challenged by 

highly sophisticated needlework, but Jill Beard said, “We 

have been overwhelmed by the generosity and willingness 

of people to devote their skills and spare time to this 

project – we are very grateful for their help and could not 

have created such a stunning piece without their 

contribution.” 

 

After more than 500 hours of work, the quilt is nearly finished. 

In neutral salmon pinks and soft greens, the completed quilt will 

feature 20 hand-appliquéd blocks to measure approximately 7ft 

by 8ft, with a floral pattern on the reverse side. The central 

block features an intricately-stitched tree, based on the iconic 

Warner logo.    

 

The result is a quilt which exudes the creativity for which 

Warner & Sons gained recognition in the 19th and 20th centuries, 

while the dedication of the volunteers is surely deserving of the 

highest praise. 

 

Chairman of Braintree District Museum Trust, Cllr. John McKee 

said: “It is always a delight for the Trustees to hear of the 

camaraderie enjoyed by volunteers at the Warner Textile 
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Archive, and we are hugely appreciative of the time and effort 

contributed by the team for the creation of such a fabulous 

quilt, while raising essential funds for the Trust.”  

 

To celebrate nearly a year of hard work, Chris and Jill will be 

at the Bandstand in George Yard, Braintree on Wednesday 30th 

October, between 10am and 3pm. Visitors will have the opportunity to view 

a completed portion of the quilt, talk to Chris and Jill about their work, and purchase raffle 

tickets for £1.  

 

The Warner Textile Archive will be welcoming visitors for a special open morning on Tuesday 3rd 

December between 10am and 1pm, when the raffle will be drawn, and the proud owner of the 

quilt chosen. 

 

Raffle tickets cost £1 and are available from the Warner Textile Archive Shop every Wednesday between 

10am and 4pm, and at all other Archive events. Tickets can also be purchased from And Sew On, Blake End 

Craft Centre. A full events programme is available from www.warnertextilearchive.co.uk. 

 

Every purchase supports the continued work of the Warner Textile Archive 
 

For further information, high-res images or photograph opportunities, please contact: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Note to editors: There will be an opportunity for photographs with some of the project’s volunteers 

at the Warner Textile Archive at 3.30pm on Wednesday 30th October, where the quilt will be on 

display alongside items used for inspiration by Jill and Chris. 
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