
Sunday 12th May 2013 / 10am - 5pm 

Tickets cost £4.50 in advance / £6 on the day  
 

The Warner Textile Archive is delighted to announce that its  

annual Textile Fair will return for a third consecutive year on 

Sunday 12th May 2013. Staff and volunteers are busy preparing 

to welcome a diverse group of textile experts, craftspeople and 

designers - as well as hundreds of visitors from across the UK -  

to Braintree, for this fun and inspiring day. 

 

Stalls…  

John Gillow is returning to the Textile Fair in 2013, and will be selling ethnic  

textiles and his own critically-acclaimed books at Braintree Town Hall.  

African Fabrics’ colourful collection of fabrics, beads and baskets sourced in  

Africa are sure to inspire.  

Stockwell Ceramics will be bringing a gorgeous new collection of 

hand-made buttons based on paper designs held by the Warner 

Textile Archive to this year’s Fair.   

Natural Yarn will be on hand to answer any  

questions as they demonstrate spinning and  

knitting with their own locally-sourced and hand-spun yarns. 

Warnes Books are returning to Braintree Town Hall with a  

fabulous collection of out-of-print books on textiles, design, embroidery and  

costume.  

...and more! 

 

Free Talks… 

Liz Trenow: an insight into the inspiration behind her latest book, ‘The Last  

Telegram’, set in a silk-weaving mill in Suffolk.  

Clarissa Cochran: a look at the ancient Japanese technique 

of shibori hand indigo dyeing.  

May Berkower: a discussion of her conserva-

tion work, including projects for the Churches 

Conservation Trust.  

Jill Beard: a talk on theorem painting - the 19th century  

colonial tradition of painting watercolour on velvet.   

Magie Relph (African Fabrics): an engaging talk on recycling in 

Africa - ’Bottles, Bones and Flip Flops’. 

Joyce Parker: a demonstration of traditional hand smocking at the Town Hall, 

alongside examples of antique clothing and some of Joyce’s own work.  
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Other highlights include…  

 

A Textile Challenge – students from across the country have been invited to use 

inspiration from pieces held by the Warner Textile Archive in their own work. See them 

on display at this exhibition for taking place at Braintree District Museum in 

collaboration with CAMAC Design. Free for Textile Fair visitors. 

 

Raffle tickets will be available at Braintree Town Hall offering visitors 

a chance to win a beautiful hand-beaded needlework set donated by 

Sharp Tomato. Using Swarovski crystals, river pearls, glass beads 

and a beautiful 1955 sixpence, this is a truly exquisite collection.  

Tickets will cost £1, with the winner to be drawn on Wednesday 15th 

May.  

 

Our newly-expanded vintage tearoom will offer the perfect opportunity for visitors to 

take a break between browsing our stalls and attending talks and 

tours. With a larger seating area, the tearoom will be serving organic 

tea and coffee, as well as homemade cakes, scones and 

sandwiches. Gluten and dairy-free options will be available. 

 

Advanced tickets can be purchased from www.wegottickets.com or directly from:  

Warner Textile Archive (Wednesdays only) - until Wednesday 8th May  

Braintree District Museum (Tuesdays—Saturdays) - until Saturday 11th May 

 

Textile Festival 2013 
The Textile Fair is part of the Warner Textile Archive’s first Textile Festival, taking 

place over May and June 2013. The Festival will provide the perfect opportunity to  

discover a new craft or further explore our collection. Many of this year’s events will  

focus on the subject of quilting, starting with a Talking Quilts on 2nd May at Braintree 

Town Hall, a fascinating look at the use of imagery in quilts through the years with  

acclaimed quilter Sara Impey and Jill Beard (American Museum, Bath).  

 

Further details and a full list of events are available on our website. 

 

All activities help to fund conservation projects and upkeep work at the Warner Textile Archive  

www.warnertextilearchive.co.uk  
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Tours…  

Jan Weavers, a former employeeemployee of Warner & Sons, will guide visitors around the  

Archive Store for a behind-the-scenes look at quilting and patchwork designs held in our collection. 

Tickets cost £2 and will be available to purchase on the day at the  Archive 


