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FENCING & GATES
Timber & Metal Gates

Panels . Trellis . Pagoda
Arches . Railway Sleepers
Machine Stakes & Rails

Fencing on Display

BOWDEN FENCING
LEICESTER LANE, GREAT BOWDEN

MARKET HARBOROUGH.
Telephone: 410660

OPEN: Mon – Fri 8am – 5.00pm
Saturday 9am – 12.30pm

EXCELLENT PARKING FACILITIES
VISIT OUR WEB SITE www.bowdenfencing.co.uk
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Business advice that counts!

Specialists in owner
managed businesses

and start-ups.

t 01858 467474 f 01858 464111
e accountants@berry.uk.com w www.berry.uk.com

Bowden House, 36 Northampton Road
Market Harborough, Leicestershire LE16 9HE
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DESIGNS created by an 
Ashley woman for an art 
school project 60 years ago 
are enjoying a new lease of 
life after they were picked 
up by a textile firm for its 
new wallpaper range.

Wendy Bray (81) designed 
the patterns while studying at 
Croydon Art School between 
1948 and 1951, but they spent 
much of  the next six decades 
hidden away while she brought 
up a family.

But their rediscovery by Mrs 
Bray’s daughter a few years ago 
led to two of  the patterns being 
made into rugs by carpet firm 
Veedon Fleece.

And an article about Mrs 
Bray in World of  Interiors mag-
azine in February proved the 
launchpad for a career renais-
sance.

Three designs from Mrs 
Bray’s time at art school, to-
gether with four designs from 
the 1950s, one inspired by her 
time in New York in the 1970s 
and a contemporary piece form 
the new wallpaper collection 
by Warner Textile Archive, 
launched earlier this month.

Mrs Bray said: “I’ve done all 
sorts of  different things over 

the years but kept coming back 
to textile designs. About four 
years ago my daughter found 
my original portfolio and took it 
to a friend who bought two de-
signs from me and used them to 
make rugs. Now, to my delight, 
my designs are being used in all 
sorts of  things, from book in-
lays to wallpaper.”

Mrs Bray’s career began at 
the prestigious Courtauld tex-
tile company in London shortly 
after the Second World War.

She later moved to the firm’s 
Essex factory, where she met 
her future husband Geoffrey.

For the next 20 years she 
played the role of  – in her terms 
– a pay, pack and follow wife, 
moving as her husband’s career 
progressed. 

The family’s travels took 

them to New York in the 1970s, 
where Mrs Bray studied at the 
League of  Art Students.

They eventually settled in 
Warwickshire, though Mrs Bray 
and her husband moved to Ash-
ley 12 years ago.

Mrs Bray, who has grown-up 
grandchildren and is hoping for 
great-grandchildren, said: “My 
early designs are very quirky 
and illustrative – they tend to 
tell a story.

“The 1950s saw the Festival of  
Britain, which cheered Britain 
up after the long war. They were 
very grey times and my designs 
reflected an escape from auster-
ity. Design has come around full 
circle I suppose and 1950s de-
signs are back.”

Mrs Bray has a website –
www.wendybraydesigns.co.uk – 
and continues to work from her 
sitting room, coming up with 
new designs.

Textile design nowadays 
tends to be done on computer, 
but for Mrs Bray the old meth-
ods are still the best.

“I use a paintbrush and pen-
cil,” she said. 

“It’s a long process but it’s 
the best, I believe. It’s not been a 
hobby – it’s a way of  life.”

Designs in vogue
– after 60 years!
44  Early work of 81-year-old is rediscovered

4Eye for design...Wendy Bray and (inset) three of her designs used for Warner Textile 
Archive’s new wallpaper range. (Submitted photos)
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01858 436005
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‘Full circle’
‘Design has come around full 

circle I suppose and 1950s 
designs are back. Now, to my 
delight, my designs are being 

used in all sorts of things.’
Wendy Bray

Hospital unit to reopen
A HOSPITAL unit closed for 
repairs in September will 
reopen by Christmas.

The Endoscopy suite at 
Harborough’s St Luke’s 
Hospital closed after rust 
patches appeared on a 
decontamination machine.

The health trust has now 
said the use of  a salt-based 
disinfectant caused the rust. 
A new part is on order and the 
unit will reopen by Christmas at 
the latest.

Cyclist who died 
in crash is named
A CYCLIST from Kibworth who 
died following a crash has been 
named by police.

The collision between the 
cyclist and a van near to the 
Shearsby Bath restaurant in 
Bruntingthorpe Road happened 
just after 2pm on Friday, 
November 2. The van failed to 
stop at the scene.

Cyclist, Adam Bennett (41) 
from Kibworth, was taken to 
Leicester Royal Infirmary with 
serious injuries. 

He died on November 6.
A 68-year-old man has been 

arrested in connection with the 
incident and has been released 
on bail pending further 
enquiries. Police are looking to 
speak to anyone who witnessed 
the incident or saw either of  
the vehicles prior to it.

Anyone with any 
information is asked to contact 
DC Seamus Burns on 101, 
follow the instructions to 
leave a message and key in the 
identification number 1504.

Flats to be built by 2014
RETIREMENT flats on the site 
of  the former Ritz cinema in 
Harborough will be completed 
by spring 2014, the firm behind 
the project has said.

Contractors have been demol-
ishing the Northampton Road 
building over the past few weeks 
in time for work on the new 
building to begin in February.

 The scheme will comprise 51 
flats supported by a live-in lodge 
manager. 

Churchill Retirement Living, 
which is behind the scheme, 
told the Mail this week it will 
begin marketing three ground-
floor units set aside for offices 
and shops in 12 to 18 months 
time.

Builders told to 
stop work at site
BUILDERS have stopped work 
on a new housing development 
in Little Bowden following 
flooding to nearby homes.

People living in Glebe Road 
found themselves facing a 
heavy flow of  muddy water 
on Sunday last week after a 
weekend of  heavy rainfall.

Angry homeowners turned 
on developers Redrow Homes, 
whose preparatory work on 
the Windy Ridge site next door 
they blamed for causing the 
flood. 

And Harborough District 
Council last week issued a 
temporary stop notice to 
contractors working on the 
development.

The stop notice effectively 
required the developer to halt 
work on the Glebe Road site 
with the exception of  flood 
alleviation work, said the 
council.

Workers left the site late last 
week and machinery has also 
been taken away.

 A ditch has been dug along 
Glebe Road as a temporary 
flood alleviation measure.
4See page 8

Projects supported by thousands of pounds 
DEVELOPER contribution 
cash has seen more than 
£160,000 allocated to groups and 
societies in the Harborough 
district.

The grants panel made 
recommendations on 11 
applications submitted by 
groups and clubs, and their 
findings were ratified by a 
meeting of  the full council on 
Monday evening.

Fleckney Parish Council 
received £10,000 to spend on 
a multi-use sports pitch. The 
Kibworth Band was granted 
£2,815 to spend on replacing 
their windows to modernise the 
building and help contain the 
sound of  the band’s music.

The 1st Market Harborough 
Scout Group received £22,199.80 
to help them to extend the 
Scout HQ building and 
modernise facilities to make it 
fit for purpose.

They had requested £100,000 
to pay for the total costs of  
the project which is deemed 
necessary because of  the 
large number of  those now on 
waiting lists wanting to join 
the club.

Harborough Improvement 
Team was granted £22,199.80 to 
assist with its project to open 
the Welland Park Cafe.

Harborough In Bloom was 
granted £28,474.35 to help them 
in their bid to open a mini golf  

course in the park.
Market Harborough Rugby 

Club was granted £68,000 to 
expand the club as part of  
its aim to be able to host five 
simultaneous home games by 
the year 2017.

St Wilfrid’s Church in 
Kibworth had applied for 
£24,760.75  for external works to 
the church.

The church has been granted 
the money providing they 
submit a revised quote to the 
grants panel.

Great Glen Tennis Club, 
Kibworth History Society 
and Swinford Village Hall all 
missed out on funding for each 
of  their individual projects. 

You are invited to

Ullesthorpe C of E
Primary School
“We care and cater for
the individual child”

OPEN DAY
Thursday 29th November 2012
9.15-10.30am or 11.00-12.00noon
or 1.30-2.30pm

Before & After School care
facilities available on school
grounds
Come along and have a look
around our happy, friendly
Primary School in Ullesthorpe.
We are a good school and our
aim is to educate our pupils in
all areas of learning. We enable
them to achieve their full potential
by developing and sharing their
talents, in a stimulating and
enjoyable environment.

Are you thinking about Primary
School education for your child?

Ullesthorpe C of E
Primary School

Telephone 01455 209926
to book your session
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