
A Summer of Quilts 
All things ‘quilting’ at the Warner 

Textile Archive’s 2013 Textile Festival 
 

The Warner Textile Archive is pleased to be hosting its first annual Textile Festival 

over May and June 2013! Many events will celebrate and explore this year’s theme of 

quilting and patchwork, beginning on 2nd May with Talking Quilts (further details 

overleaf). A varied programme of talks, workshops and tours is sure to inspire while 

providing a further insight into the Archive’s collection and work.  
 

Conservation Quilt Raffle  

Our volunteer needleworkers are busy hand 

stitching a traditional appliqué quilt as the 

Archive explores new ways to fund its on-

going conservation projects. Inspiration for 

its design has been taken from items held in 

the Archive’s collection, including designs being documented as part of 

our costume conservation project. A total of thirty squares will be lovingly hand sewn to 

create a charming double-bed reversible quilt with a rose print on the back. To be in 

with a chance of winning the finished quilt, visitors can purchase raffle tickets for £1 at 

any of the Archive’s 2013 events or open days—the winner will be chosen on 

December 3rd 2013.  
 

English Hand Quilting 

Participants will have the chance to try pattern piecing, cutting and 

quilting at this practical workshop with Ulrike Tillmanns.   

24th May 2013 / 10am – 1:30pm - £30 per person 
 

Machine Quilt Cushion 
Make a 24″ cushion cover at this workshop while discovering new ways to 

use a sewing machine foot, different threads and stitches.  

4th June 2013 / 10am – 1:30pm - £37 per person  
 

Antique Quilt Show & Tell 

Jill Beard is hosting a day for all things ‘quilting’ at the Warner Textile Archive on Friday 

7th June; the perfect opportunity for visitors to share their own antique and vintage 

quilts, patterns or other related items, and discuss the techniques used in quilting over 

the centuries.  

Friday 7th June 2013 / 10:30am - 1:30pm - FREE! 
 

Archive Store Tours  

Jan Weavers will host weekly short guided tours of the Archive Store 

during the Textile Festival, offering a unique look at quilting and 

patchwork designs held in our collection, including previously unseen 

items.   

22nd / 29th May and 5th / 12th / 19th / 26th June - 11am  

£4 (general admission charge) 

 

A detailed programme of events for the Textile Festival is available online 

www.warnertextilearchive.co.uk   
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Talking Quilts 
with Jill Beard and Sara Impey 

and the Warner Textile Archive  
 

Thursday 2nd May 2013 / 7:30pm—9pm 

at: Council Chambers, Braintree Town Hall, Braintree, Essex CM7 3YG 

Tickets cost £8 in advance  

 

The Warner Textile Archive is delighted to confirm that its first 

annual Textile Festival will officially begin with this fascinating talk 

from Jill Beard (American Museum in Britain) and award-winning 

quilter Sara Impey. This special evening will look at the use of 

imagery and symbolism in quilts, old and new, and is sure to 

leave visitors with a new insight into this craft.  
 

Jill Beard will start the evening with a look at symbolism in the 

American quilting tradition, drawing from her rich experiences at 

Bath’s American Museum, where she worked closely with a 

magnificent collection of over 260 antique and vintage quilts. A vital 

necessity in colonial times, quilts also became an outlet for artistic 

creativity and an expression of personal experiences - Talking Quilts 

will see Jill share some of these stories. 
 

Sara Impey will then join us for a contemporary look at 

quilting, bringing a selection of her own quilts to 

demonstrate the development of her style over the 

years. In particular, Sara will offer an insight into the 

use of stitched text in her recent commissions, including 

the inspiration behind her piece for London’s Victoria & Albert Museum.   

 

refreshments provided / quilt raffle tickets available / books for sale  
 

Advance tickets are available from the Warner Textile Archive (Wednesdays only) 

and Braintree District Museum (Tuesdays to Saturdays), or call 01376 557741. 

 

Talking Quilts is the first of a number of events taking place as part of the 

Warner Textile Archive’s 2013 Textile Festival,  

 

All activities help to fund conservation projects at the Warner Textile Archive  

www.warnertextilearchive.co.uk  
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