
Textile Fair 2014 
At the Warner Textile Archive,  

Braintree Town Hall and Braintree Museum 

Sunday 11th May 2014 / 10am-5pm 
Tickets cost £5.50 in advance / £7 on the day  

Under 16s free with a paying adult. Tickets provide access to all three 
venues, and store tours and talks – booking is essential on arrival. 

The Warner Textile Archive's annual Textile Fair will return for 

a fourth consecutive year on Sunday 11th May 2014, bringing 

together a diverse group of specialists, designers and craft  

people to celebrate all things ‘textiles’. Staff and volunteers are 

excited to welcome textile experts and guest speakers, as well 

as hundreds of visitors from across the UK. 

Stalls  A carefully-selected line up of stall holders offers visitors a unique and 

enjoyable shopping opportunity in Braintree. With vintage pieces, ethnic fabrics and 
haberdashery, it’s sure to provide a fantastic place to purchase 
handmade items. The Archive is delighted to host an event 
where you can meet the talented stall holders and learn more 

about their craft.  

A colourful collection of fabrics, beads and baskets sourced in 
Africa, along with Indian and Chinese textiles will offer great 
diversity. For those interested in fashion there will be hand-made 

ceramic buttons and beaded objects, jewellery and clothing. 

Free Talks 

‘Writing with Threads’ A talk by Martin Conlan, an expert on Chinese tribal 
textile arts and crafts. 

‘Textile Challenge 2013, Art Deco – Spirit of the Age’ 
Caroline McNamara will speak about the journey from 
the Warner Textile Archive Collection through to the CAMAC Textile Chal-
lenge - on display in the Archive Gallery. 

Demonstrations 

Sara Impey will show her technique of stitching lettering onto 
quilts, following the publication of Text in Textile Art last year. 

Norfolk Yarn will be on hand to answer any questions as they 
demonstrate spinning with their locally-sourced and          
hand-spun yarns and wool. 

Alongside her stall Angela Massey will be working on her beautiful beaded objects 
and showing visitors how she achieves such intricate and unique items. 

Archive Store Tours - Enjoy a behind-the-scenes look at textiles and documents 
to celebrate the Archive’s 10th anniversary. On these special tours, 
guided by former Warner & Sons employee Jan Weavers, you will 
experience the breadth of designs held in the Archive. 

Our popular pop-up Vintage Tea Room will return to Braintree         
Town Hall, serving organic tea and coffee, handmade cakes, 
scones and sandwiches. Dairy and gluten-free options will also be 
available. 

Geometric (1966)           

by Eddie Squires -  

screen printed cotton 



Other highlights include… 

A Textile Challenge 2013 Exhibition ‘Art 

Deco – Spirit of the Age’ – students from 

across the country have been invited to 

take inspiration from art-deco style pieces 

held by the Warner Textile Archive for their own work. In collaboration with 

CAMAC, their designs will be exhibited at 

the Warner Textile Archive during the Fair. 

‘Freespirit’ Exhibition - Braintree Museum 

has been working with students at Braintree 

College to create Freespirit, an exhibition of 

their work inspired by the designs of Eddie 

Squires, Creative Director at Warner & Sons in the 1960s. 

Admission to both exhibitions is free to Textile Fair visitors on Sunday 11th 

May 2014. 

Textile Fair 2014 

Advance tickets are now available from www.wegottickets.com or 
directly from: 

Warner Textile Archive (Every Wednesday and on the first Saturday 
of the month) – until Wednesday 7th May 

Braintree District Museum (Tuesdays-Saturdays) – until Saturday 
10th May 
 

All activities help to fund conservation projects and upkeep work at the 
Warner Textile Archive.  

Keep checking our website for updates and further details. 

www.warnertextilearchive.co.uk 
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Sophie Orton – 01376 557741 / sophie.orton@braintree.gov.uk 


