
An Inspiring Wallpaper Range 
The Warner Textile Archive is proud to announce the launch of a unique range of luxury wallpapers, 

reproducing eight vintage textile designs from the Archive collection. 

Archivist and Commercial Manager Kate Wigley selected the eight designs to celebrate the cosmopolitan legacy 

of Warner & Sons. Spanning c. 1800 - 1969, each tells a different story, reflecting the evolution of textile design 

and the personalities which shaped it. 

Printed to superior quality in England, the range gives the Warner Textile Archive unprecedented exposure in the 

world of interior design. Discover the full range on our website: www.warnertextilearchive.co.uk. 

NEW EXHIBITION: Celebration! 
 

Launched on 6th June, this exhibition focuses on royal designs by Warner & 

Sons for coronations and other state occasions. 

 

As the nation marks the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, the Celebration 

exhibition takes the 1953 coronation as its primary focus, showcasing the 

regal velvets, silks and cloth of gold produced by Warner & Sons for that 

grand occasion. The exhibition will also highlight Warner fabrics used for 

other royal occasions, including a sample of a silk damask woven by Warner 

& Sons in 1897 for Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee. 

 

Open every Wednesday 10am-4pm 

June 2012 

Cushions for the Queen 
The Warner Textile Archive and Braintree District Council recently 

commissioned two cushions to send to the Queen, to mark the Diamond 

Jubilee and pay tribute to Warner & Sons’ historic link with royal occasions. 

The cushions feature the Wymondham design woven by Warners to furnish 

the annexe of Westminster Abbey during the Queen’s coronation in 1953. 

DIAL Show 
On 29th and 30th May the Archive made its first appearance 

at the London based licensing trade show DIAL. Across both 

days Archive staff made useful contacts, aiming to introduce 

the Warner collection to a wider commercial audience. The 

stand (left) was decorated with the Archive’s recently 

launched wallpaper, and a selection of Warner cards was 

also on display. 

www.warnertextilearchive.co.uk 

The Warner Textile Archive newsletter 

News from the ArchiveNews from the ArchiveNews from the ArchiveNews from the Archive 

@TextileArchive 

Warner Textile Archive 
Page 1 of 3 



Workshops at Warners 
Our popular calendar of workshops and study sessions continues into the summer months. Please 

contact us on 01376 557741 to place your booking. 

 Thursday 28th June - Kaffe Fassett Inspired Knit Workshop (Eileen Wigley) 

 SOLD OUT 

 Tuesday 24th July - Starting out in Crochet (Yoland Clark) 

 A crochet session for beginners or those needing a comprehensive refresher course. Visitors 

 should bring a metal crochet hook (size 4.5), pen and paper, darning needle and scissors. 

 10:00am – 2:30pm         £25.00 

 Thursday 23rd August - Buttoned Up (Ann Share) 

 Come and make a button necklace or other jewellery with buttons and beads. Visitors should 

 bring at least 50 buttons with 2 or 4 eyelets. 

 10:00am – 2:30pm          £25.00 

 Friday  19th October - Try Your Hand at Wood Carving (Peter Benson) 

 Suitable for all, with the expectation of a finished piece at the end of the day! 

 10:00am – 3:30pm          £25.00 
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Textile Fair and Kaffe Fassett Talk 
We would like to thank everyone who helped to make the 2012 Textile Fair on 25th March a vibrant 

and successful day. The event attracted over 450 visitors and featured dozens of stallholders, expert 

speakers and specialist demonstrations along with behind the scenes tours of the Archive. “The Fair 

was better than any ordinary craft fair,” said visitor Mrs Dixey, “it was a brilliant day and had a 

buzzing atmosphere.” 

The excitement continued when globally celebrated textile artist 

Kaffe Fassett visited Braintree to deliver a guest lecture on 15th 

April. Over 200 people travelled to hear Kaffe’s ‘Concentrate on 

Colour’ talk, which was designed to inspire and motivate anyone 

with an interest in textile design. The presentation showcased a 

selection of Kaffe’s latest projects, including quilting, needlepoint, 

mosaic, painting and knitting designs, along with those of his 

design partner Brandon Mably. We hope that the pair’s unique 

sense of colour rubbed off on all who attended. 

Helmsley on Channel 4 
On 7th June Marianne Straub’s iconic 1951 design ‘Helmsley’ 

appeared on the Channel 4 programme ‘The House the 50s 

Built’, having been specially commissioned as a wallpaper to 

furnish a recreated 1950s interior. 

 

Originally created for the Festival of Britain, this striking design 

drew inspiration from the x-ray crystallography of Nylon. 

‘Helmsley’ is one of the eight designs reproduced for the 

Archive’s new wallpaper range (see page 1). 

The Warner Textile Archive newsletter 

News from the ArchiveNews from the ArchiveNews from the ArchiveNews from the Archive 

@TextileArchive 

Warner Textile Archive 
Page 2 of 3 

www.warnertextilearchive.co.uk 



E-publicity 
Archive volunteers Eileen Wigley and Sim Bailey recently decorated a giant 

letter E to form part of Essex County Council’s Good For Essex promotional 

campaign for volunteers. Eileen and Sim drew inspiration from a vivid early 

nineteenth century paper design named ‘Aquitaine’, recreating its elegant 

stylised flowers as 3D paper attachments. 

 

The letter ‘E’ was chosen to highlight the Archive’s expanded e-

communications programme. We hope that the finished letter will have as 

much visual impact as the textile design that inspired it. 
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Conservation Project 
Following a great response to the Conservation Raffle at 

the Textile Fair, Phase 1 conservation work has begun on 

Document 933a, a beautiful hand-printed French textile 

dating from 1790. 

 

Volunteer conservator Chris Helm is carefully stitching 

the textile onto a calico cloth to provide it with support. 

Phase 2 will focus on specialist cleaning, which we are 

currently researching. Thank you to everyone who 

participated in the raffle! 

Tuesday Talks 
The Archive’s series of monthly evening talks continues. Priced at £5, each begins at 6:30pm and 

includes tea and biscuits. 

 

 12th June – Brick Making and the Use of Brick in the Buildings of East Anglia from the 

 Middle Ages (David Andrews) 

 4th September – The Crittalls and Silver End (Natalie Banks) 

 2nd October – English Country Furniture (Mark Barrett) 

 

Please call 01376 557741 to reserve your place. 
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Warners on the Web 
Regular visitors to our website will have noticed some recent changes - we now have a ‘live stream’ 

sidebar which shares features such as our new Blog page and our latest Twitter ‘tweets’. We have also 

expanded onto Facebook, so please click the ’Like’ button to stay connected. 

 

Finally, thank you to everyone who signed up to this newsletter online - the response so far has been 

excellent and we look forward to reaching an increasingly wide audience. Please spread the word! 
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